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At Home Read-Alouds

Teacher directions
At Home Read Aloud guides are a great way to engage
families in the reading process!

Hi! Thank you for downloading my At Home Read Aloud guide! The purpose of these
guides is to give parents the opportunity to help their child with reading at home.
I started At Home Read Alouds in my classroom when I realized that I was getting the
same question at parent conferences – “how can I help my child be a better reader?”
To me, the answer was simple – read! However, many parents struggle with reading and
discussing a book with their child. I wanted to be able to help them out by providing a
simple resource that could guide them through a book.
Additionally, not all my students had access to books. The At Home Read Aloud
resource allowed me to provide them with reading material each night.
While I expect my students to read every night, I do not make the At Home Read Alouds
mandatory. Not every family will need this resource, while some will be very grateful for it!
You decide which students you think will benefit the most.
If a family chooses to participate, I do not require that they complete all the activities. My
main goal is to provide them with books and a resource for their families to use. The
extra activities are just added fun!
That being said, you may use the At Home Read Alouds however you see fit! Do what
you know is best for your students.
Sara J
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Out of My Mind

AT HOME READ ALOUDS
1
Out of My Mind
by Sharon M. Draper

Eleven-year-old Melody is not like most people. She
can’t walk. She can’t talk. She can’t write. All
because she has cerebral palsy. She’s the smartest
kid in her whole school, but NO ONE knows it.

2
Ask any of these questions to spark a conversation with your child as you read together.
Use the questions to start discussions with your child. The page can be folded to
create a bookmark, making it easier to keep with the book.
There is a question for each chapter of the book. However, feel free to omit questions
or add in some of your own as your conversation flows.
Remember that having quality discussions is more important than getting an answer
“right.” Some conversations will be long and meaningful, while others will be short and
simple. They all count, they all matter, and they all will help your child develop the habit
of asking questions while reading.
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3
Choose one (or more!) of these experiences to share with your kids.

RESEARCH cerebral palsy
The main character in the story, Melody, has cerebral palsy. Discuss with your child
what they know about it. Research together to find out more about this developmental
disorder.

DISCUSS the power of words
Ask your child to share their feelings on words.
•
What role do words play in our lives?
•
Are words valued more verbally or written? What makes you say this?
•
If you could not talk or hardly move your body, how would you communicate?

4
Check out any of the related books and explorations.

MAKE connections
•
•

How do you think you would cope if you were in Melody’s situation?
Have you ever misjudged someone based on first appearances?

•

In what ways is Melody just like you? How is she different?

READ Because of Mr. Terupt
by Rob Buyea

Mr. Terupt, the new and energetic teacher, seems to know how to help all his students.
He makes the classroom a fun place, even if he doesn’t let them get away with much…
until the snowy winter day when an accident changes everything – and everyone.
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discussion questions

discussion questions

1

Why do you think the main character has
never spoken a word?

17

What do you think of Mr. Dimming’s last
comment?

2

Why do you think others see her problems
first? How do you think Melody feels about
the way her mind and body works?

18

Do you think Mrs. V is setting her up for
failure, like Dad says?

19

3

Do you think her dad knows she can
understand him?

Do you think her disability is harder for
Melody or for those around her?

20

4

Why do people assume that Melody is
dumb?

How do you think Melody feels about being
able to stand up for herself now?

21

5

Why do you think the other kids ignore kids
like Melody?

What do you think her teammates think
about her being on the quiz team?

22

6

What makes Mrs. V so different from
everyone else in Melody’s life? Why don’t
more people challenge her, like Mrs. V
does?

What does Melody mean when she says,
“there was the team, and there was me,
and we were in the same room”?

23

Why is it so important to Melody that Paul
talks directly to her?

24

How do you think Melody felt about the
announcer singling her out?

25

What do you think of Claire’s comment?
What would make her say that?

26

Why is the restaurant invite so special to
Melody?

27

Do you think the inclusion class is a good
idea? Who could it be helpful for?

Why is it so hard for Melody to be like
everyone else? What does it mean to be
like everyone else?

28

Why was it so significant to Melody that
Rose talked to her and touched her arm?

Do you think they left Melody behind on
purpose?

29

Why are Molly and Claire so mean to
Melody?

Do you think Mr. Dimming wanted Melody
on the team?

30

What would Melody be able to do with the
whole universe at her fingertips?

Why do you think it was so important to
Melody that she go to school?

31

Is Melody a broken kid?

32

Where does Melody belong?

33

Why is Melody’s final puzzle so hard for her
to see?

7

What do you think it’s like for Melody to
have these dreams?

8

How does Melody relate to Ollie?

9

How do you think Melody feels about
Penny?

10

11
12
13
14

How do you think Melody’s parents know
what she is saying or feeling, when she
can’t talk?

15

Why is it so significant to Melody that Dad
has his camcorder?

16

Do you think everything will be easier for
Melody know that she has Elvira?
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Thank you!
T h ank yo u fo r dow nloa d in g
my p ro d uct. I t r ul y

Let’s Connect:

a pp re ci a te yo ur supp o rt
an d look fo r ward to
he ar in g yo ur fee d b a ck.
Yo u c an co n ne ct w i th me an d fin d many
f ree a cti v i ties an d st ra te gies ove r a t my
blo g the colo rf ula pple.co m
M y goal i s to make yo ur jo b e a sie r an d
ul tima tel y hel p yo u se r ve yo ur st u d e nts.
~ S ara J

You might also like:

The Westing Game

Pick a Partner Cards

a novel study

100+ pairs!

Career Exploration
a job interview project

Thank you to the artists who created
the design features in this product!
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